Report on 7-Day Special NSS Camp at GDC Thannamandi
Introduction: The 7-day Special National Service Scheme (NSS) camp at Government Degree College (GDC) Thannamandi was conducted with the objective of fostering community engagement, environmental awareness, and promoting cleanliness. The Winter Camp started at Government Degree College Thannamandi, amidst great enthusiasm and fervour under the guidance of Principal Dr. Farooq Ahmed. The inauguration ceremony was graced by the presence of esteemed guests, including Dr. Ashaq Malik, Coordinator IQAC, Anuj Bali, Chief Librarian, and NSS PO Prof. Supriya Gupta.  Dr. Ashaq Malik, Coordinator IQAC, highlighted the significance of volunteer’s ship in shaping individuals and society. His inspiring words motivated the volunteers to dedicate themselves to the cause and make the most of the camp's activities.
Duration:
The camp was held from Jan 8-16,2025 spanning 7 days, with active participation from NSS volunteers, faculty members, and local residents.
Activities Undertaken:
1. Campus Beautification and Cleanliness Drives: Volunteers thoroughly cleaned the entire college campus, focusing on areas that required special attention. Tasks included sweeping, waste disposal, and removing debris from various parts of the campus. They worked tirelessly to maintain a clean and hygienic environment in and around the college.
2. Flower Beds on Waste Land: As part of the beautification drive, the volunteers converted barren and waste land into visually appealing spaces by creating flower beds. This initiative not only enhanced the beauty of the campus but also contributed to the overall environmental sustainability of the college.
3. Whitewashing and General Beautification Tasks: The volunteers carried out extensive whitewashing of the walls, ensuring that the college premises appeared fresh and well-maintained. This activity covered various sections of the campus, including classrooms, corridors, and the main administrative block.
4. Main Gate, Lawns, and Grounds Enhancement: The main gate area, lawns, and grounds were cleaned and improved to create a welcoming environment for both students and visitors. The volunteers cleared overgrown grass, planted new shrubs, and tidied up the surroundings to make the campus more aesthetically pleasing.
5. Outreach Activity – Cleaning of Laa Bawli: On a community level, the volunteers carried out an outreach activity by cleaning the renowned natural water resource, Laa Bawli, located in the village of Khablan. This activity was aimed at promoting awareness about water conservation and the importance of keeping natural resources clean. Volunteers cleared the surrounding area, removed waste, and ensured the area was left clean for continued use by the villagers.
6. Awareness Campaign at Middle School, Law: A group of volunteers visited the Middle School in Law village to conduct an awareness session for students and staff on cleanliness, pollution, and other health-related issues. The session included discussions on maintaining personal hygiene, reducing plastic usage, waste management, and the importance of pollution-free surroundings for overall health.
Outcome and Impact:
· The college campus was transformed into a cleaner and more aesthetically pleasing environment through the combined efforts of the NSS volunteers.
· The creation of flower beds on waste land not only beautified the campus but also contributed to the sustainability of the area by promoting green spaces.
· Whitewashing and general cleanliness efforts greatly enhanced the overall look of the college, making it more welcoming for students and faculty.
· The outreach activities, including cleaning Laa Bawli and raising awareness at the Middle School in Law, helped foster a sense of responsibility among local residents and students regarding environmental conservation and health practices.
· The camp encouraged a spirit of teamwork, community service, and environmental stewardship among NSS volunteers.
Conclusion:
 The leadership and guidance of Principal Dr. Farooq Ahmed, along with the organizational skills of Program Officer Supriya Gupta, were instrumental in the success of the camp. Such initiatives are essential for instilling social responsibility and environmental awareness among students, and it is hoped that these activities will continue to inspire future generations to actively participate in such causes.
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